
Weekly Status & Information Report: 
Week of March 20, 2006 

  
1.  Legislative Update:  Items being considered by the State Legislature in the coming 
week include hearings on municipal electric energy aggregation and the opportunity for 
municipalities to purchase street lighting equipment.  House Bill 1731 on Electric 
Aggregation (essentially allowing municipalities to purchase electricity in bulk for lower 
prices for residents) is scheduled for a hearing on Tuesday, March 28 at 1 pm.  Senate 
Bill 296, allowing local governments to purchase street lights for a variety of community 
benefits, is scheduled for a hearing on Friday, March 31 at 1 pm.  Please contact 
Suzanne Ludlow at 301-891-7229 or SuzanneL@takomagov.org for more information.  
(Community & Government Liaison)   
  
2.  Street Restoration (Wards 1, 2, & 6): Milling occurred on Holton Lane (New 
Hamsphire to Jackson), Park Avenue and Dogwood Avenue this week. Next week on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, those same streets will be resurfaced with asphalt. 
Curb and gutter work was completed on Glenside Court this week. Next week curb and 
gutter repairs will take place on Elm Avenue (from Heather to Larch) and Linden Circle.  
(Public Works) 
  
3.   Stormwater Repair (Ward 2): Corrective work will take place next week to address 
standing water in the 1000 block of Elm Avenue (even side).   (Public Works)  
  
4.  Opportunity to Comment on Rent Stabilization (City-Wide):  A public hearing on 
the City's rent stabilization ordinance has been scheduled for 7:30 pm on Monday, 
March 27.  While extensive outreach has been undertaken by Staff, Councilmembers 
are encouraged to contact their constituents and provide them with information on this 
opportunity to comment on the current ordinance.  Mario Cristaldo, our bi-lingual 
community organizer, will be at the hearing to assist anyone who needs translation from 
Spanish to English. (Housing and Community Development) 
  
5.  Ice Cream Social and Cultural Plan Discussion - Tuesday, May 28 (City-wide):  
You are invited to join the Arts and Humanities Commission on Tuesday, March 28, for 
an "Ice Cream Social" and discussion of the city's Cultural Plan.  The event is scheduled 
to begin at 7:00 p.m. and will be held in the Azalea Room on the main level of the 
Takoma Park Community Center. A second gathering will be held the following week on 
Tuesday, April 4th.   If you would like to learn more about the event or plan to attend, 
please contact Sara Anne Daines at 301.891.7224 or by email SaraD@takomagov.org.  
(Housing and Community Development)   
  
6.  Affordable Housing Program (Ward 4):  The City has received a copy of the Public 
Offering Statement for 7525-27 Maple Avenue.  The 8-unit property, vacated prior to 
renovation, has been underconstruction for the past year.  Notification had been served 
to the tenants informing them of the intent of the owner.  Tenants not interested in the 
purchase of their individual units were given relocation costs.  The condomiums are 
currently selling from $230,000 for a one bedroom unit to $330,000 for a three bedroom 
unit. (Housing and Community Development) 
  
 
 



7.  DARE Program:  Sgt. Mark Hammond conducted a graduation of the DARE class 
held at John Nevins Andrews School on Friday March 24, 2006. Approximately 24 
students were in the class, held over the past few weeks. JNA was one of three schools 
in the City that held the DARE program this year.  (Police) 
  
8.  Meeting on Emergencies:  Capt. Coursey and Master Fire Fighter Thomas Horn 
were among other presenters at a meeting on Wednesday March 22, of the 
Neighborhood Safety Contacts and heads of the neighborhood and tenants associations 
of the City. The topics covered were the City's steps at preparing for emergencies, what 
actually would occur during an emergency as it relates to command and control of the 
event, what might be expected of the neighborhood contacts in such emergencies, some 
more specific infomation about how a HAZMAT incident might be addressed by 
authorities and a special presentation on the volunteer Community Emergency Resonse 
Team effort being managed by the MC Department of Fire and Rescue Services. The 
meeting had about 20 people in attendance, and there was some brainstorming about 
how to better engage such community leaders for this program.   (Police)  
  
9.  Officers in Training:  Several officers were in training this week including K-9 in 
service, NCIC computer training, and MCPD Counter terrorism training courses. Field 
training programs are proceeding with new Officers, Barber, Quante and Eckford.   
(Police)  
  
10.  New & Improved:  The Library is acquiring a “new look”!  In addition to 
improvements in the exterior drainage system, new vinyl soffit is being installed, to be 
followed with a new roof and windows.  (Library) 
  
11.  Computer Lab Hours:  Both rooms of the computer lab in the new Learning Center 
are now open until 8:00 P.M. Monday through Thursday.  Additional operating hours are 
12 - 6  Mon. Through Thurs. And 12 - 5 Saturday. At the completion of Phase 2 of 
construction, Sunday afternoon hours will be added as well.  (Library)  
  
12.  Voter Registration:  The last of two scheduled voter registration drives will be held 
at the Library this Saturday March 25th. from 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.  (Library)  
  
13.  Friends of the Library:  The Friends of the Library annual meeting and Board 
election will be held in the Library next Tues. March 28 at 7:30 P.M.  Light refreshments 
and entertainment by Wammie award winner Don Bridges will be featured.  All are 
invited, and all members of the Friends may vote for new officers.  (Library)  
  
14.  Fantasy Games:  ”D & D” classes will continue in the Library on Thursdays 4 - 6 
P.M. while the Council Chamber is inaccessible.  The uninitiated can receive an 
introduction to this interactive fantasy game with Dave Burbank in a special free Library 
program on Wednesday April 19. Call for information.  (Library)  
  
15.  The Reading Group:  The Friends Reading Group will discuss Marilynne 
Robinson’s “Housekeeping” in the Atrium Room of the Takoma Park Community Center 
on Wed. April 5th. From 7:30 to 9:00 P.M.  Books are available in the Library and all are 
invited.  (Library)  
  



16.  Favorite Poem:  The deadline for submitting your favorite poem for inclusion in the 
“Favorite Poem” evening on April 20 is April 10.  Call Ellen or Jillian at the Library for 
more information.  (Library)  
  
17.  Poet-in-the-Schools:  On Tues., April 11, Maryland Poet-in-the-Schools and 
certified poetry therapist Rosanne Singer will explore poetic forms in a special program 
at 7:00 P.M.  (Library)  
  
18.  Circle Time:  The Library’s Tues. Morning “Circle Time” draws an average of 80 
children and care givers, and its Spanish counterpart on Thursday mornings now has an 
average (and growing) audience of 50.  (Library)  
  
19.  New Hire Update:   Please see .pdf article on the City’s website regarding the 
lastest hires at the City.   (Human Resources) 
  
  
  
 
 



New Hire Update
March 24, 2006

Donald Epps joined the City of Takoma Park’s Public Works
Department Staff on March 13  as a Maintenance Technician.th

Donald will be responsible for performing a variety of routine
maintenance duties within our parks and streets.
Donald enjoys going to the movies, fishing and is a sports
fanatic.  He played semi-professional football for the
Metropolitan Buccaneers f/k/a DC Bears.  Donald said he will
be watching the Sweet Sixteen this weekend   - cheering for
George Mason University.

Christopher Eckford is a familiar face to all of us.  
Christopher rejoined the City of Takoma Park Police
Department March 15  as a Police Officer.  Before leavingth

employment with the City of Takoma Park in 1996, Chris was
a Police Communications Dispatcher.  Chris will be
responsible for patrolling the city streets, enforcing local,
state and federal laws; and maintaining law and order.  Chris
is into sports and fitness in his spare time. He mentioned to
his co-workers that he is glad to be back with the City of
Takoma Park.

              

Mary Kendall is no stranger to us.  Mary worked with
Takoma Park’s Police Department as the Community
Organizer with the Maryland International Corridor
Collaborative Supervision and Focus Enforcement (C-
SAFE) Initiative from 2004-2005. C-SAFE is a community
based crime prevention initiative in the tri-jurisdictional bi-
county area of Takoma Park, Montgomery and Prince
George’s Counties.  Mary returned to the City of Takoma
Park Police Department as the Program Director of C-
SAFE, March 20 .  Mary will be responsible for directing,th

administrating and coordinating the C-SAFE initiative. 
Mary enjoys going out for long walks, hiking and cooking  - but most of all Mary enjoys working
in grass-root community development.                                                         

City of Takoma Park   
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